“Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” Isaiah 9:6

Christmas Eve 2021

- 8.30pm -

Rev. Gordon Naumann – Pastor (Cell: 917-900-7502)
Anthony Newton – Organist and Choir Director

Prelude: Selections of Traditional Christmas Music

Please rise

Opening Carol: “O Come, All Ye Faithful” - LSB 379

Public domain

Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Let us pray.
Father, because of your tender mercy toward mankind You sent Your Son as a baby into
this world. His birth has changed everything. In this baby salvation has come. Because of
this baby we have been changed. Because of this baby we have forgiveness and eternal life.
By the power of Your Holy Spirit fill our worship with Your presence. Speak to us through
Your Word and through the carols; that this baby might be born anew in us tonight, and
that each of us might be comforted with Your tender mercy, in Jesus’ name.
C Amen.

P

Lesson - Jesus’ Birth is Prophesied:
P
C

Therefore, the Lord Himself will give you a sign:
The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will call Him Immanuel.
(Isaiah 7:14)

P

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on His
shoulders.

C

And He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace.
(Isaiah 9:6)

P

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse;

C

From his roots a Branch will bear fruit.

P

The Spirit of the Lord will rest on Him- The Spirit of wisdom and of understanding,
The Spirit of counsel and of might, The Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord.

C

And He will delight in the fear of the Lord.

P

In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples;

C

The nations will rally to Him, and His resting place will be glorious.
(Isaiah 11:1-3a,10)

P

“The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will raise up for David a
righteous Branch,

C

A King Who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land.
(Jeremiah 23:5)

P

“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,

C

Though you are small among the clans of Judah,

P
C

Out of you will come for Me one Who will be ruler over Israel,
Whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.”
(Micah 5:2)

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Carol: “It Came upon the Midnight Clear” - LSB 366

You may be seated

Lesson – Jesus’ Birth Foretold:
In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town
in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David.
The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly
favored! The Lord is with you.” 29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what
kind of greeting this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have
26

found favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus.
32
He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the
throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom
will never end.” 34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel
answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow
you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is
going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her
sixth month. 37 For no word from God will ever fail.” 38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered.
“May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her. Luke 1:26-38
P This is the Good News of our Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Carol: “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” - LSB 380

Lesson – The Birth of Jesus:
1

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the
entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was
governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to register. 4 So Joseph also
went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David,
because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went there to register with
Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they
were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn,
a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no
guest room available for them. Luke 2:1-7
P This is the Good News of our Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Carol: “Away in a Manger” - LSB 364

Lesson - The Shepherds are Told the Good News:
8

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over
their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to
them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the
people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the
Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths
and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host praising God and saying,
14

“Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

15

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord
has told us about.”
16
So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the
manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been
told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds
said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.
20
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard
and seen, which were just as they had been told. Luke 2:8-20
P
C

This is the Good News of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Sermon: “God With Us, Now and Always!”

Please rise

Carol: “Silent Night, Holy Night” – LSB 363 + by Candlelight +
(Please be careful. Candles can be dangerous. Make sure you hold the lit candles upright
and tip only an unlit candle to transfer a flame. Please also be mindful of the children)

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction
P

C

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Closing Carol: “Joy to the World” - LSB 387

