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A Word from the Pastor
Paul Pitchford once said, “Summer is a period of
luxurious growth. To be in harmony with the
atmosphere of summer, awaken early in the
morning and reach to the sun for nourishment
to flourish as the gardens do. Work, play, travel,
be joyful, and grow into selfless service. The
bounty of the outside world enters and enlivens
us.”, and I’m pretty sure most of us will agree.
While on vacation this month, traveling to see
family, I couldn’t help but notice how all of my nieces and nephews have
grown. Evidently it wasn’t just in the Summer time but year round the Lord
has been providing for all their needs (and ours). Hopefully we’re paying
attention, or else we’ll miss it. And so, when we do sit up and notice, what
an opportunity to thank God for His many graces. Somehow, He has fed us,
nourished us, and caused us to grow! Many mornings on our road trip we
would get up bright and early to get a good start on the road first thing.

- At 9am DIVINE SERVICE

- At 10am (Recorded Sermons
available)

MONDAYS
CATECHISM/
MEMBERSHIP/
REFRESHER CLASS
AT THE PARSONAGE

- At 6.30pm WEDNESDAYS
MEN’S NIGHT
At the Hard Luck Pool
Hall in White Plains

- At 7.30pm SATURDAYS
EVENING PRAYER
SERVICE OF LIGHT

- At 7pm We saw many a sunrise and sunset. We felt like we took full advantage of
the days; visiting, catching up, learning new games, hearing fresh stories,
embracing loved ones, making new friends; just finding the joy that life has
to offer. We also managed to attend the Higher Things Youth Gathering in
Bozeman, MT, and I look forward to sharing more about that with you on
the pages to come. The Lord bless you as you enjoy the rest of the Summer.

HIGHER THINGS - BOZEMAN, MT
- A Letter from Hannah Naumann Hi everyone. I’m writing from Montana as I am
still getting a lot of work experience from my
grandparents in Deer Lodge. But I’d like to give
you a little report also, as Ruth and I attended the
Higher Things Youth Gathering this year, which
was held on the Montana State University (MSU)
campus in Bozeman. In the picture on the left I am
on the far left, next to my friend Grace. There’s
Ruth, and then Olivia. It was a huge event. The
number of registered youths was nearly nine
hundred. Add that to parents, clergy, and staff,
and you get around a thousand in attendance, all
members of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod
(LCMS).
In a full day, there was a plenary session (main
Lecture), three breakaway sessions (smaller
lectures), and four church services, besides free time and meals. As you can see below, we
all got to wear matching conference shirts. This was also helpful at times as there were
other MSU students still on campus; that and seeing other youths wearing their lanyards,
we knew were heading in the right direction to begin with. It was great to see so many
young Lutherans. We not only met up with our long distance friends but made a few more!

One of the breakaway sessions that Ruth and I attended was taught by Mrs. Benson, the
principal of Wittenberg Academy, where we also attend on-line classes in the year. We met
about a dozen of our long-distance classmates in person during the conference, which was a
lot of fun, including us putting on a skit for the talent show one evening. Some of our
friends could show off their Irish Dancing skills and the rest of us could join in the fun.

HIGHER THINGS - BOZEMAN, MT
- A Letter from Hannah Naumann - CONTINUED
On the first and last
days of Higher Things,
there were divine
services in which we
received Christ’s body
and blood. On both
of these occasions,
about ten pastors
were up by the altar,
and during communion they spread out
at the front of the
room and administered the sacrament to us in lines, and two vicars stood on the platform
and handed more chalices down as were needed.
During the first divine service, seven
communion hymns weren’t enough,
so Paul Souleck, the conference
Kantor and choir director, started
playing ‘A Mighty Fortress Is Our
God’ and everyone sang without
music.
Ruth and I sang in the choir every
day with our friends Grace and
Olivia. In a group of around a
hundred people, we practiced every
morning and afternoon, and sung
about six things for the final service.
In all, it was uplifting to be around so many Lutherans, all confessing the same creed and
praying ‘Our Father, Who art in Heaven’.
I’m looking forward to seeing all of you at Trinity Lutheran soon!
In Christ,
Hannah

Maybe... Just maybe... It’s an Intended Gift From God
By William Coogan, Ph.D.
After getting over my initial astonishment in seeing the first images from NASA’s James
Webb spacecraft telescope, I ruminated upon how the vastness of the universe confirms
God’s majesty. As a bit of background, the James Webb Space Telescope is in a position far
out between the Earth and the Moon. It can clearly see vast distances into the universe
clearer than any other telescopic device. In areas of space in which humans could not see
any stars, there suddenly became vast realms of galaxies and other celestial bodies.
I recall Psalm 33:6 -

“By the word of the Lord the heavens were made,
and by the breath of his mouth all their host”.
And there they were before my very eyes! These celestial bodies existed. Even though we
humans could not see them before July 12, 2022, when the first images were released by
NASA, God had put them there all along. Their existence cannot be denied. So too can God’s
greatness not be denied. Some of my colleagues at times ask me to offer them proof of
God’s existence. I reply that one has to have a position of Faith. His existence will proceed
for you from that point. Just as this ‘empty’ portion of space was revealed, so too will one’s
conscientiousness get the revelation of God’s plans. Maybe not all at once, but it will grow
steadily for you. God’s stars are just one example of His mighty presence. And astronomy
only gives us a glimpse of it. And maybe that’s why Genesis 1:14 says “And God said, ‘Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from
the night. And let them be for signs and for seasons, and for days and years”.

Humans have been using God’s gifts in the heavens for centuries. We measure time by the
closest star to us, the Sun. Day follows night according to His plan. We navigate by the stars
across land and especially the seas. And yet they were there before human eyes saw them.
So too does God clearly exist before our eyes can detect Him.
For He also promises in 2 Corinthians 4:6 that we who believe are given

“the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ”.
It doesn’t seem more than just a coincidence, but it is very appropriate that the James
Webb Space Telescope started its journey with its precise launch on Christmas morning
2021. Almost like Someone’s Plan was again fulfilled. The Lord, Who created the heavens
and the earth, reveals Himself to us by both His creation and by coming to dwell among us
and then reminds us of these facts at every opportunity... Maybe... Just Maybe?!

A HYMN TO PRAISE HIM
586 Preach You the Word
1 Preach you the Word and plant it home to men who like or like it not,
The Word that shall endure and stand when flowers and men shall be forgot.
2 We know how hard, O Lord, the task your servant bade us undertake:
To preach Your Word and never ask what prideful profit it may make.
3 The sower sows; his reckless love scatters abroad the goodly seed,
Intent alone that all may have the wholesome loaves that all men need.
4 Though some be snatched and some be scorched and some be choked and matted flat,
The sower sows; his heart cries out, “Oh, what of that, and what of that?”
5 Of all his scattered plenteousness one-fourth waves ripe on hill and flat,
And bears a harvest hundredfold: “Ah, what of that, Lord, what of that!”
6

Preach you the Word and plant it home and never faint; the Harvest Lord
Who gave the sower seed to sow will watch and tend His planted Word.
Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76, alt.
Text: © 1971 The Franzmann Family. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004178
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