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A Word from the Pastor
I’m having a lot of fun introducing you to the
history behind the names of the months. Here
we are at May, and, yes, it is the name of yet
another Roman goddess, Maia. It comes from
the root word, ‘magnus’, Latin for ‘great’.
And so we have many alliterating terms such
as ‘magnify’, or even ‘much’.
Funnily enough there is also the Greek goddess
“Maia”, which is more akin to ‘motherliness’,
also fitting this Spring, as there will be much
talk of new life this Eastertide. This goddess is
said to be the mother of Hermes, the servant of the gods. We could also
talk about the emerald birthstone of May, the zodiac symbol Taurus or
the birth flower being the lily of the valley. But I’d much rather talk
about the new life given us in the resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ.
You see, not only do we have the promise of eternal life because of the life
of Jesus, we are told that He is even sanctifying us here and now. Yes, in
heaven we will be perfectly sanctified and that is a beautiful truth on
which to put our hope, and even greatly cheer us up when we feel down.
But, again, I want you to meditate with me a little deeper on this word
and how it means there is a very real manifest power that is changing our
hearts and our minds now, even as we ponder and reflect upon this truth.

By God’s grace, the Spirit is working wonders in our lives that should
not be so quickly dismissed as something a neighbor will simply do for
another. The Lord truly is working in our lives and I want us to think
about this. We should give thanks to our heavenly Father and we should
pray, asking Him constantly to intervene in our lives, to truly assist us, to
strengthen our resolve; that we would confidently, that is with boldness
and courage, walk in a way that will reflect the light and life of God.
This begins with faith, that is trust, in God first and foremost. That is
knowing how much you are loved for the sake of Jesus Christ and then
knowing that this love will affect the way you love the person next to you,
that is your neighbor. You know who your neighbor is; your family; your
community; those you surround yourself with to uplift and be uplifted.
Those you live with; those for whom and because of whom you can say,
‘Yes, I have a life’. It starts with love, it looks like greatness, and it feels
like integrity. And to know God is Love is to honor your Creator.
And so I pray that this month I might also get to know you much more!
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Looking back on the last four years of being both Jr., and then Sr., Counselor of the LWML
English District, we have much for which to thank God. We ‘open our lips and our mouths
declare His praise’. This was basically our theme through my term as LWML Counselor.
We took a boat tour of Pittsburgh which was
a great way to get to know each other with a
time of fellowship before the real business of
convention began. Even with all the business
of the day, there were opportunities to catch
up over dinners, and in the evenings, a room
was specifically designated as the ‘hospitality
room’, packed with refreshments, snacks and
drinks with which to encourage fellowship,
where we could go during breaks to talk.
As well as the main business of convention,
there was a servant event session, where we
prepared care packages and greeting cards.
There were mission presentations, charity
stalls, guest speakers, and most importantly
the election of the five missions to whom our
mission goal of $18,000 dollars was set and
agreed. There was a turnover of officers and I
simply cannot say enough that it was my
absolute pleasure to serve on the board and
to offer my services of prayer, devotion and preaching to these lovely ladies of the LWML.
To God be the glory and may we see many more years of fruit from all the hard work and
labor that goes into the missions of the church from this very organized group alone. Bishop
J. Hardy was able to echo this sentiment as he updated us on the English District as a whole.

ANOTHER EASTER HYMN TO PRAISE HIM
LSB 473 Our Paschal Lamb, That Sets Us Free
1 Our Paschal Lamb, that sets us free,
Is sacrificed. O keep
The feast of freedom gallantly;
Let alleluias leap:

2 Let all our lives now celebrate
The feast; let malice die.
Let love grow strong anew, and great,
Let truth stamp out the lie. Refrain
3

Let all our deeds, unanimous,
Confess Him as our Lord
Who by the Spirit lives in us,
The Father’s living Word. Refrain

Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76
Text: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004178

FRIENDS OF THE LCMS

HELPFUL PODCASTS - Pastor Naumann Recommends
Dr Koontz and Rev Fisk cohost this podcast which answers listeners’ questions as
they talk about fascinating, modern topics like the growth of surveillance, the
corrupting nature of executive authority, how to maintain a group free from
negative influence, the idealization of a valorous cause vs brotherhood and
survival as the motivation to endure warfare, the history of Lutheran schooling,
Christian Nationalism, and the building of Lutheran communities, the difference
between fathers and managers, the importance of understanding and engaging
in local politics, the pros and cons of democratic systems, and much more.
Rev Fisk is the pastor of St Paul Lutheran Church in Rockford, IL, and records his
sermons for all to hear and has his own podcast for them. In my humble opinion,
Rev Fisk is not your average if even conventional preacher, to his credit. He is
very engaging, doesn’t care how long he goes, is done when he is done, speaks
the truth without compromise, no matter who he might offend, and is very very
good at it. Author of several books including ECHO, which I have given as gifts to
members of the congregation on several occasions, I highly recommend the
Word of God from his mouth through this podcast ‘SAVED’.
Now taking the spot of another previous podcast Rev Fisk did as a solo act,
called, ‘Saturday Morning Chill’, Rev Fisk and his wife, Meredith, now cohost this
weekly podcast called, ‘Stop The White Noise’. This is a great tag team effort,
where, both from a male and female perspective, that is both a father and
mother perspective, husband and wife tackle the many and various issues that
are going on out there in the world today in a very realistic, practical, what’s-onyour-heart way. From homeschooling, to survival, to thriving as Christians, to
their own quirks, to supportive communities, this podcast will engage you.
This is for all you theologians out there who really want to hear the doctrine of
the Lutheran church put in a very simple, concise way, explained and justified.
Jordan Cooper is a Lutheran pastor in the American Association of Lutheran
Churches (AALC), that stands side by side with the LCMS. That’s right, there are
actually other denominations with whom we are in agreement out there but are
of a different synod. Yes, there are other conservative Lutheran bodies that exist,
though they have their own autonomous administrative body and ecclesiology
but we are absolutely in pulpit and altar fellowship. Some of you may remember
that I literally came from another sister synod myself (The ELCE, in the UK).
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