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A Word from the Pastor
Well into the Epiphany Season now,
we’re back to a full schedule here at
Trinity Lutheran Church. Just check out
that column on the right. Every week
we’ve got something with which you can
feel like you are an even greater part of
our congregation and community.
This is quite simply the place to be if you
want to be encouraged by the gathering of the saints in giving
glory and honor to our Lord and savior, Jesus Christ, together.
That’s what I call, ‘living’!
Psalm 113:3 says, ‘From the rising of the sun to its setting, the
name of the Lord is to be praised!’
Let’s just take a moment to reflect upon what that might look
like. We don’t just set aside what we’ve been doing in the week
on a Sunday morning to come and worship God. As Christians,
we daily rise to serve the Lord in the many vocations we have
by working hard and serving our neighbor well. In other words,
by serving our neighbor, we are serving God. It’s the second
table of the commandments. A large part of the will of God is to
love our neighbor as ourselves. So we serve God when we do
this, and with such joy that we live well, and people notice.
Just so, when we sin against our neighbor, we sin against God.
So we come back to Him weekly to repent of our sin to receive
His forgiveness and, then, daily, we seek to be reconciled with
our neighbor, the fruit of our own reconciliation with God.
And here at Trinity Lutheran Church we have some activities in
the week that can remind you of our relationship with God and
keep us on the right path. So we hope you can join us.

SUNDAY SCHOOL/
BIBLE STUDY

- At 9am DIVINE SERVICE

- At 10am (Recorded Sermons
will be available
from our website!)
Pastor Naumann:
(C) 917-900-7502

TUESDAYS
MEN’S NIGHT
At the Hard Luck Pool
Hall in White Plains

- At 7.30pm WEDNESDAYS
BIBLE STUDY
WOLFMUELLER.CO/BIBLE

- At 11am SATURDAYS
THE CHOSEN

(Season 2)

- At 7pm -

ON THE FREEDOM OF THE CHRISTIAN
Martin Luther had much to say on the topic
of Christian freedom in his tract from 1520.
On the Freedom of the Christian was published
in Wittenberg and explains the evangelical
theology of the Reformation. As Luther was
declared excommunicated on June 15, by the
Roman Catholic Church, he was ordered to
stop preaching. This also opened him up to
persecution. The academic that he was, Luther
responded with a flurry of writings. To the Christian Nobility of the German Nation was
published on August 18 of that same year. The Babylonian Captivity of the Church was
published on October 6, and On the Freedom of the Christian was put out early in
November. This third tract was written to attempt to persuade Pope Leo X and Roman
Catholics that the theology of the Reformation was not a novelty in the faith, but a pure
confession of the Word of God and consistent with the truth of the Holy Scriptures.
Out of this affliction and the Lord’s refining fire, Luther was given to write one of the
most enduring treatments on Christian freedom ever in Christendom. As Lutherans
particularly, I think we need to understand how important it is that we have a history
of fighting to be free to worship as we do now. Where Luther fought against the state
in his day, and argued for his right to worship as he was bound by his conscience,
we also have the right to fight for the freedom to worship as we will, especially in a
country that prides itself in possessing the freedom of religion. Again, if Luther could
do it in his day, battling of all things against a theocracy, we have even more reason.

On The Freedom of the Christian is a confession of Christ in a nutshell, and the freedom
every Christian has to exercise his faith. You can get a copy today through Amazon.

THE CHOSEN (SEASON TWO)

Trinity Lutheran Church is continuing to show season two of the CHOSEN now every
SATURDAY at 7pm, after which we will discuss with refreshments. ALL welcome!

PRO-LIFE - LUTHERANS FOR LIFE
The decision as to which life is valuable
and which isn’t is a non-sensical one. We
see this time and time again in scripture
as the people of God get impatient with
God’s promises, make bad decisions, but
God’s answer is to have mercy on them.
In other words, He spares their lives.
Isaiah remembers the time God continues
the promise He made to the patriarchs
that they will have many descendants:
Isaiah 5:23-26

“The Lord said to Rebekah, ‘Two
nations are in your womb, and two
peoples from within you will be
separated; one people will be stronger
than the other, and the older will serve
the younger.’ When the time came for
her to give birth, there were twin boys
in her womb. The first to come out was
red, and his whole body was like a
hairy garment; so they named him
Esau. After this, his brother came out, with his hand grasping Esau’s heel; so he was
named Jacob. Their father Isaac was sixty years old when Rebekah gave birth to them.”
Isaac was sixty years old! Can you imagine? Sometimes scripture narratives can really
put into perspective for us what we think we are capable of compared to what is God’s
will for our lives. It’s not a bad thing to make plans for our lives but when they start to
contradict or get in the way of what may be God’s plan for us, we cross a line. For our
context here, God holds up every life as precious and there is no excuse for thinking
otherwise, especially as Christians, when we know the Lord’s will.
For Christians, abortion is always wrong. It is always a form of killing, breaking the
fifth commandment, and can only be described as evil. To give us an even greater
perspective, we are told in the scriptures that “God knew each of us while we were still in
the womb.” Isaiah 5:20
Christians believe that life is from conception. To abort life at any stage of
development is to rebel against the plan God has already set in motion for
us according to the natural order of creation He has given man and wife to
be fruitful. Legally it may be a ‘choice’ today, but the Lord has revealed to
us that there is only one ‘right’ choice. The Lord have mercy on us all.

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE LCMS
A generous
contributor
has stepped
forward to lead
a matching gift
challenge and
has asked likeminded individuals to partner
together to double this gift of

$40,000!
Please prayerfully consider
joining this challenge.
You can visit our website at
www.lcms.org/givenow/
globalmission.

If you would like to speak
with someone to make a gift,
or if you have any questions,
you can call 314-996-1645
and we will be happy to
assist you.
Trinity Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the English
District of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (LCMS.org). The
English District have their own weekly newsletter. Scroll their
website’s homepage to find its link: englishdistrict.org

GET A GLIMPSE OF OUR BULLETIN BEFORE THE SUNDAY SERVICE

trinityscarsdale.org/bulletins
SNOW ANGELS!
“See that you do not despise one of these
little ones. For I tell you that in heaven
their angels always see the face of my
Father who is in heaven.” (Matthew 18:10)
Angels are such a fascinating subject, I
thought I’d touch upon them once again.
To make snow angels is a wonderful activity
to do when it is so tempting to feel down
with the colder weather. Especially if it
should remind us of these heavenly beings
who, on all accounts, keep an eye on us.
What else could Matthew mean by ‘angels of the little ones always seeing the face of the
Father Who is in heaven’, but that every believer has a guardian angel who is also giving an
account of our wellbeing to our heavenly Father? We know angels constantly surround the
throne of God (Revelation 7), but the Lord seems to also be constantly sending these
supernatural messengers for tasks on earth. In other words, heaven and earth are not
altogether inseparable. At times it seems the Lord appoints moments for their convergence.

So the next time you make a snow angel in the ground, don’t forget to thank God for the
angel He has set before
His face on your behalf,
that all you do is brought
to account and that, last
but not least, our dear
Savior, Jesus Christ, is our
true mediator for our
souls and stands forever
as intercessor, counselor,
and redeemer on behalf
of our eternal destiny.

HIGHER THINGS YOUTH GATHERING

Register On-line

Leader.higherthings.org/events

MOMS’ CORNER
“Not How I Was Raised”
By Marta Naumann
‘One of our children and I recently had it out over excessive
screen consumption. As much fun as it would be to tell you
all about the iPad-induced kiddy-pity-party and mommytemper-tantrum that went down in the parsonage a few
nights back, I think it’s safe to say that, if your kids or
grandkids are between 2 and 25, you know exactly what
I’m talking about. While I’m from the generation
practically brought up on television, it’s definitely true
that this is “not how I was raised.”
Of course, I think it’s clear we are all susceptible to screen
addiction of one kind or another, whether it’s iPad games
or, for adults, the smart phone technology that constantly
demands our attention; that is one ping-notification away.
I think that, as Christians, we would be wise to see that
these are modern day idols. Sadly, this is something we
must all face. Though, when I was a child, my parents’
identity, contentment, and fulfillment weren’t significantly dependent on the availability
and content of a screen, they certainly would have dealt with other, even if more subtle,
would-be idols in their day-to-day parenting the way that we do. So, even as we mature
into adulthood, as Christians, we continue to learn how dependent we are on God’s grace.
As is common in many homes, looking back I see that faith was also more subtle when I
was growing up than it should have been. We learned manners and said “I’m sorry” when
we messed up, but the words “I forgive you.” and “Jesus loves and forgives you.” would
have sounded very strange in my household. Maybe you can relate. We went to church, but
hearing our parents read God’s Word aloud during the week would have been awkward.
We knew the words to the Lord’s Prayer and bits of the 23rd Psalm, but regular “Bible
memory work” was unheard of outside of confirmation class. Don’t get me wrong – I grew
up Christian, and now I am daily in God’s Word, but that’s “not how I was raised”.
In other words, there’s always hope. The challenges of parenting in our tech-and-media
saturated world can overwhelm us, but God’s Word is our antidote. We are not of this
world; we don’t belong to the idols at the end of our arms and in front of our faces. We are
children of God; we find our contentment in His Word; our identities are in His Baptism,
and our fulfillment is in His Holy Supper. Maybe you and I weren’t raised with the Word
of God on our lips, but by the grace of God we speak that Word of God to our children, and
we are reminded that we’re not alone. As we are a Christian congregation, we can be a
great source of support and encouragement for one another in taking small steps to repent
from the distractions of the world around us and to rely on God’s word in our lives and
especially in our parenting. After all, God our Father raised His Son for our salvation and,
by His grace, on the last day, we and our children will proclaim, "That's how I was raised!"

MONTHLY HONORARIUM
Honoring Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Nobel Peace Prize winner and
visionary civil rights leader, Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. is honored in
all fifty states with an official
observed holiday, the third Monday
of January. His recognition was
really given a boost from the hit
song by Stevie Wonder, “Happy
Birthday”, because of which the
petition to Congress for the holiday
was signed by six million people.
With such support from the general public, the holiday gives us an opportunity not only to
honor the legacy of Dr. King but to reflect long and hard, indeed it’s been many years since,
on racial justice and equality, and the responsibility each of us has in achieving this goal.
As we commemorate Black History Month this February, we
celebrate the accomplishments of all those that have been
brought up in the African American communities who, with
great determination and hard work, are good examples that
every American citizen is given the freedom to pursue their
dream, no matter where they are from. It should be a good
reminder to us also that America was not built from one
culture but upon many. Whilst holding onto who we are as
one nation under God, we pride ourselves in our diversity of
many backgrounds and heritages. In our celebrating Black
History month, we share, remember, and embrace what
Black heritage and culture continues to offer America.
The different ways we express ourselves is important. From the richness of our literature,
we read about many historical feats that have been accomplished by the black community.
We should remember how they have shone and, by extension, how every culture can
thrive even under pressure. Many communities find a poetic expression for their journey of
struggle and success. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. once said, “If you can’t fly, then run. if you
can’t run, then walk. If you can’t walk, then crawl, but by all means, keep moving”.

YOUTH COLUMN

WHAT IS THE LWML?
(Lutheran Women’s Missionary League)

By Cynthia Barsuhn
‘For the past 78 years we have supported
our Christian sisters and mission projects
in the Atlantic District of the LWML and
therefore brought Christ into many lives.
From the beginning Trinity Lutheran
Church has been a member of the LWML.
We call our own group the “Mary Martha
Guild” within this congregation. Over the
years we have raised monies for the many
mission projects of the LWML; we have
prayed for them regularly and attended
conventions every two years. Conventions
outline the many projects undertaken and
inform us of their progress.
A few of the successful projects this year:
1. Emanuel’s Community Meal Outreach
(Patchogue, NY)
2. Winter Coats for North Country Kids
(Pottersville, NY)
3. Bibles for Young Children (Monroe, NY)
By God’s grace, we
have met our Mission
Goal of $78,000.
Future monies will go
towards 2022-2024
projects to be chosen
at next convention.

“Train up a child in the way he should
go; even when he is old he will not depart
from it.” Proverbs 22:6
‘Among other things, Trinity Lutheran
Church in Scarsdale is a place where
children can learn about God’s Word.
In Sunday school, they study the readings
for the day, and explore the connection to
the gospel in every story. Older children
attend Bible study. Currently, we are
discussing the Large Catechism. This is a
good refresher for adults, but especially
helpful for those studying for
Confirmation.
For example, it is good for young people
to understand at an early age what it
means to not take God’s name in vain
(2nd Commandment). If we know what
God says is right and wrong, we will be
more likely to follow His will when we
grow up.
As a youth myself, I am still being
introduced for the first time to different
perspectives and angles on faith. For
example, when Trinity Lutheran hosted
the CLEAH homeschool group last
autumn, I took a class on the truth of the
Bible and a class studying atheism. Both
aimed to help us defend the faith against
those who would reject the authority of
the Bible. Other events such as the
viewing of the series
Chosen have also
made an impact on
me. It’s amazing to
imagine the real and
physical aspects of
Jesus’ life and what
it looked like for
Him to become
human for us. ’
Hannah Naumann

THE POWER OF PRAYER
“The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working” (James 5:16b)
With all things important, we should ask
ourselves whether there is a right way and
a wrong way. This is certainly true when it
comes to our prayer life. Is there a wrong
way to pray? Actually, yes. If we do not
know God’s will or are even praying
contrary to it, we should understand at
least that the result may not be what we
want. And that is really getting to the
heart of the subject. Are we to pray for
what we want or for what God wants for us? The truth of the matter is in fact the latter.
We are to pray for God’s will to be done, and that too should sound familiar. Martin Luther,
that great Reformer of the sixteenth century, would describe it as the third petition of the
Lord’s Prayer, describing the Lord’s will on earth, as it is in heaven. And when we pray the
Lord’s will for our lives, this prayer is a powerful one indeed. As it is God’s will, the Spirit of
Christ works powerfully in the believer to truly sanctify them as they are set apart for good
works in the strength of the Lord. A ’righteous person’ in Christ is the power of Jesus
working in that person.

TRINITY’S ROUNDTABLE - By Tom Lee
As an Elder at Trinity Scarsdale, I welcome your thoughts and sentiments regarding our church
community and to share them with us and Pastor. We all develop opinions and issues collateral to our
spiritual experiences and if we do not share them with others we may be carrying an unnecessary
burden. Ignoring them has the same result and then you may wonder why your spiritual life has become
stagnant. So, as an Elder and a brother in Christ, I encourage you to offer your
ideas and hopes, which can help us as a community of believers, whether for our
fellowship together as a family or in the context of worship, where it is important
to receive God’s love for us in the expression of His means of grace. In sharing
issues with the elders, we can pray for you and even with you. We can identify
our weaknesses and so discuss how to handle them with God's help. So, please
share your thoughts on any matters with us. If you wish, your thoughts will be
kept confidential. Positive criticism is always welcome, as it can only help us look
at ourselves for the betterment of God’s kingdom among us, through His grace.
As the legendary King Arthur once said, “The gods do not visit you to remind you
what you know already.”

MEN’S NIGHT
It’s back on! We meet at the Hard Luck Pool
Hall in White Plains Tuesdays at 7.30pm.
Using our Portals of Prayer, we begin the
night with a brief devotion and prayer. Then
the fun begins. What an opportunity this is
for mutual encouragement as men of faith
with good fellowship!
Need that personal reminder? Get on
Pastor’s text list by sending him a text on
917-900-7502.
We have hard copies but if you
want to subscribe to the Portals
of Prayer App, it looks like this:
GROUNDHOG DAY POEM

HYMNS THAT GLORIFY HIM
LSB 809 Great Is Thy Faithfulness
Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father; there is no shadow of turning with Thee.
Thou changest not: Thy compassions, they fail not;
As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be. Refrain
Refrain

Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided; Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!
Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above
Join with all nature in manifold witness to Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.
Refrain
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain

SANCTIFIED WITH A PSALM
“Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked,
nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers;
2

but his delight is in the law of the Lord,
and on his law he meditates day and night.

3

He is like a tree planted by streams of water
that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither.
In all that he does, he prospers.

4

The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind drives away.

5

Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,
nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous;

6

For the Lord knows the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked will perish.”
Psalm

1
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